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Play it Safe While Staying Warm
Staying warm is important during the coldest days of winter, and many people
use fireplaces or portable heaters for extra warmth. Fireplaces and portable
heaters are sure to keep you cozy, but safety precautions should be heeded
when using these items.
Follow these tips to make sure you stay safe while warming up to a woodburning fireplace:
•	Have your chimney inspected each year by a certified chimney specialist.
•	Clean the area around your hearth of debris, decorations and flammable
materials.
•	Always use a mesh screen when a fire is burning in a fireplace to block
sparks from coming out of the fireplace.
•	Make sure that the top of your chimney is clear of tree limbs or debris and
always use a chimney cap to keep small animals and debris out of the
chimney.
•	Before lighting a fire, always open the damper and leave it open until the
ashes are cool to prevent build-up of poisonous gases such as carbon monoxide.

•	Never use portable heaters near water, like in a bathroom or a damp basement.
•	Never touch a portable heater if you are wet or if your hands are wet. This
can result in electric shock.
•	Always unplug portable heaters when they are not in use and allow for your
portable heater to have its own electrical outlet so electrical overload does
not occur.
•	Never allow children or pets near a portable heater because they can have
very hot surfaces that could cause burning.
•	Always place portable heaters at least three feet away from objects in your
home such as furniture, beds or drapes.
Also, as an added precaution, make sure that you have a fire extinguisher in
an easily accessible place and teach all residents of your home how to use it.
Remember to keep safety in mind while using your fireplace or portable heater
to stay warm this winter.

•	When burning a fire in a fireplace, do not use coal or charcoal. Each of
these materials can cause carbon monoxide build-up.
•	If your fireplace has gas logs, make sure you have a carbon monoxide detector in your home.
Portable heaters are another popular heat source during the winter. They
are normally used to heat only one room at a time, but they need to be used
with care. These tips should be followed in order to heat your home safely using a portable heater:
•	Always read and follow the operator’s manual.

Dos and Don’ts for Extension Cords
and Power Strip Surge Protectors
It’s a fact—wall outlets are not always in the most convenient places, which
may mean you’ll occasionally need to use an extension cord, and sometimes
you might need a surge protector, too. Although these devices serve useful
purposes, they could become potential hazards if not used properly. Extension
cords are a length of cable with a plug on one end and one or more sockets
on the other end. A power strip surge protector is a strip of electrical sockets
that attaches to the end of a flexible cable and prevents voltage spikes while
allowing multiple devices to be plugged in. Find out the “dos and don’ts” of
extension cords and power strip surge protectors:
•	Look for a certification label from an independent testing lab such as UL
(Underwriters Laboratories) or ETL (Electrical Testing Laboratories) on the

package and on the product. For extension cords, look for an attached
certification label on the cord near the plug. For power strips and surge
protectors, inspect the underside of the casing and make certain that it is
marked with the manufacturer’s name and the testing lab.
•	Use electrical cords and power strip surge protectors that have polarized
plugs with one blade slightly wider than the other, or grounded threepronged plugs. These features reduce the risk of electric shock.
•	Insert plugs fully so that no parts of the prongs are exposed when the cord
is in use.
(Continued on page 22)
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Dos and Don’ts for Extension Cords
and Power Strip Surge Protectors
(Continued from page 21)

•	Never cover any part of an extension cord with rugs or other objects while
in use. If the cord is covered, heat cannot escape, which can result in fire.

• If a cord feels too hot, stop using it immediately,
destroy it and throw it away.

•	Don’t overload outlets with too many appliances. Instead, relocate appliances to other outlets to avoid a fire.

Keep these tips in mind to safely use
extension cords and power strip surge
protectors.
		

•	If you need to use an extension cord outside, make sure the package says
it’s safe for outdoor use. Outside extension cords should guard against
shock and be weatherproofed.
• Do not leave cords dangling from counter tops, tables or spread across the
floor where they can be pulled down or tripped over.

Operating and Maintaining
Your Heat Pump
Like all heating and cooling systems, proper maintenance remains the key
to efficient heat pump operation. The difference in electric use between a
well-maintained heat pump and a severely neglected one ranges from 10
percent to 25 percent!
Remember not to set back a heat pump’s thermostat if it causes any
backup heating system to kick on; they are usually more expensive to operate. Continuous indoor fan operation can also hurt heat pump performance
unless you use a high-efficiency, variable-speed fan motor. Operate your
heat pump with the “auto” fan setting on your thermostat.
Clean or change filters once a month or as needed, and maintain the
system according to manufacturer’s instructions. Dirty filters, coils, and
fans reduce airflow, which will decrease system performance and possibly
damage the compressor. Clean outdoor coils whenever they appear dirty;
occasionally, turn off power to the fan and clean it; remove vegetation and
clutter from around the outdoor unit. Clean the supply and return registers
within your home, and straighten their fins if bent.
You should also have a professional technician service your heat pump at
least every year. The technician should do the following:

• Inspect ducts, filters, blower, and indoor coils for dirt and other obstructions
• Diagnose and seal duct leakage
• Verify adequate airflow by measurement
• Verify correct refrigerant charge by measurement
• Check for refrigerant leaks
• Inspect electric terminals, and, if necessary, clean and tighten connections, and apply non-conductive coating
• Lubricate motors and inspect belts for tightness and wear
• Verify correct electric control, making sure that heating is locked out when
the thermostat calls for cooling and vice versa
• Verify correct thermostat operation.
To learn more about heat pumps, visit www.energysavers.gov.
Source: EnergySavers.gov

2017 Awards Total 560 Years of Service
Rutherford EMC recently recognized two directors and 27 employees for their service, which totals 560 years. Employees with 30 years or more of service received
a plaque, and those with less than 30 years received a certificate based on five-year intervals.
Following are service award recipients who
received a plaque for their years of service:
LINCOLN-GASTON DISTRICT
Johnny Bridges and Scott Kale, 30
RUTHERFORD-POLK DISTRICT
Betty Byers, 40
Andrea Harmon, 35
Jack Blanton, Robby Dobbins, Rickey Miller,
Scott Sams, and Jimmy Whiteside, 30

Congratulations
to all our
service award recipients!
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Following are service award recipients who received
certificates for their years of service:
BURKE-MCDOWELL DISTRICT
Phyllis Miller, 20

RUTHERFORD-POLK DISTRICT
Scott Owens, 25

Greg Lane and Patrick Welch, 15

Anita Harris, Jeremy McDaniel
and Philip Rhodes, 10

April Blankenship, 10
LINCOLN-GASTON DISTRICT
Les Davis and Jonathan Pitman, 25
Kenny Parker, 20
Teresa Ferguson and Brad Crawford, 15
Jill Lovell (director), Doris Whitley, Brad Bridges,
Aaron Mays, Josh Kiser, 10

Lindsay Roddy, 5
Robyn Houser (director), 5

S WA P S H O P
Rutherford Electric
Electric Membership
Membership Corporation
Corporation provides
provides Swap
Swap Shop
Rutherford
adsas
asaafree
freeservice
service
members.
Guidelines
arefollows:
as follows:
ads
to to
its its
members.
Guidelines
are as
Ads
Ads published
are published
first-come,
first-served.When
Whenthe
the1space
allotare
first-come,
first-served.
1/2 pages
ted for ads each month is full, remaining ads will be held over
allotted
for ads are full, the remaining ads will be held over for the
for the next issue. Ads will not be run more than once unless renext
issue. Ads
will not beads
runwill
morenot
than
Commercial
ads will
submitted.
Commercial
be once.
accepted.
We reserve
the
not
We reserve
right to edit,
condense,
or deny
rightbetoaccepted.
edit, condense
or denythepublication
of any
advertisement.
Rutherford of
Electric
Membership Corp.
assumes
no responsibility
publication
any advertisement.
Rutherford
Electric
Membership
for theassumes
contentno
of responsibility
any advertisement
doesofnot
or warCorp.
for theand
content
anyendorse
advertisement
rant does
any ofnottheendorse
goods or
so warrant
advertised.
account
and
any Please
of the include
goods oryour
services
so
number with your ad.
advertised.
Please include your account number with your ad.
Mail your ads to:
Mail
your adsEditor,
to: Newsletter
Editor,
EMC,
Newsletter
Rutherford
EMC,Rutherford
PO Box 1569,
PO
Box
1569,
Forest
City, NC,
28043-1569
or e-mail at
Forest City, NC, 28043-1569
or e-mail
at cbailey@remc.com.
gmcdaniel@remc.com.
No phone
calls please.
No phone calls,
please.

FOR SALE
Two cemetery plots & vaults at Burke Memorial Park,
$3,600; 1991 Chevrolet S-10, 6 cyl., new tires, $800.
828-368-0727.
1300 Yanmar diesel tractor w/3 pt. hitch & pto, $800:
2 hp boat motor, $300; 16 ft. Shell Lake canoe, $300.
828-584-8173.
1995 Johnson V4 boat motor, ex. cond. $1,800: Minn
Kota double tour motor for a pontoon, mounts on big engine, 24/36v, good cond., $700; Showtime rotisserie &
bbq, $30; 1975 VW body & good motor, $599; Jeep 17”
factory aluminum rims, have 9 of them, $20. 704-8657238.
Metal burning barrels w/solid or open tops, $10 ea.;
plastic barrels w/solid or open tops, $10 ea.; 275 gal.
totes, $90 ea. or 2 for $150; two stainless steel tanks 100 gal. & 180 gal., $700 ea. 828-327-4782.
1996 Dodge conversion van w/87,000 miles, has tv &
vhs player, $5,900. 704-308-2718.
Biker’s heavy leather black zippered jacket, size L, like
new, $100; Oval mirror, has 43”x14” wood frame, stands
53” high x 22” wide, tilts, dark mahogany finish, very
good cond., $40. 704-435-2161.
Clarke vacuum – Model 76, 55 gal., stainless steel
drum w/drum dolly, $100; Delta air cleaner, used 1 year,
cost $330 new – sell for $100; 2006 Harley Davidson FLH
w/6,000 miles, many extras, price negotiable. 828-3341585.
Utility trailer, 5’ x 8’, has 2’ sides, treated wood, leaf

springs, full size 16” wheels w/new tires, freshly painted,
easily handles a full load of firewood, pics upon request,
$750. 828-894-2562.
New stainless steel chimney kit, 6” x 30’ long, paid
$500 – will sale for $375. 828-433-9742.
2001 Victory v92c Deluxe motorcycle, 12,000 miles,
1507 cc, new tires, serviced & ready to ride, well maintained and has clean title, $3,550; 1969 Mustang Grande
Coupe, 351 Windsor, 14” Magnum wheels, some new
parts, some rust, needs paint & other minor work, $3,750.
828-437-6096.
Firewood: dry or green hardwood $45 per load, dry or
green poplar $40 per load, cut slabs $45 per load, dry
pine $35 per load, cut to 12” or 18” lengths and will haul
within a 20 mile radius from Casar for $5 more per load,
will mix to suit. 704-419-0721.
Guineas – Pearl, 2017 hatch, adults $10 ea., roosters, $3 ea.; Black Angus bull - D.O.B. 9/3/15 for $1,200;
father is registered, mother is full Angus. 828-738-8533.
Land - 45.29 acres located in Dallas, N.C., has a 1,066 sq.
ft. home on the property, asking $349,900. 704-922-4359.
Cedar wood – about ½ truck load, just cut & beautiful,
$100; 1954 Ford Fairlane 500 steering wheel, good cond.,
$400; 4 very old hack saws, $25 ea.; cast iron Dutch
Oven, $10; New set of horse shoes, still in the box, $12.
Will take best offer on any of these items. 704-538-7615.
Antiques: Royal typewriter, 33 ½ collector vinyl music records, household grocery scale & manual clothes
ringer; dining table - 3’ x 6’ solid wood, 42” round; double
bed w/linens; two portable metal wardrobe closets; commercial fire hose; Broil Master premium gas grill. 828625-9803.
Cherry dining room set w/6 black upholstered chairs,
table has two leaves and custom made pads for both
table & leaves, also including a lighted china cabinet, all
for $600. 804-898-1738.
Bees – three pound packages w/queens, $105, place
order now for April 15th pick up in Rutherfordton. 828980-0725.
2002 Goldwing 1800 motorcycle, ABS brakes, back
rest cargo rack, trailer hitch, heated grips, fog lights, lots
of chrome, garage kept, Kelley Blue Book value is $8,965,
will take 15% less, serious calls only. 828-443-3591.
Two burial plots in Gaston Memorial Park – 1 plot has

2 graves, $3,500 per plot. 704-813-5608.
2007 Bass Tracker Pro Team 175 TXW bass boat, 60
hp 4 stroke Mercury motor, trailer w/break away tongue,
new cover, 2 depth finders – one is a new Hummingbird
Helix series w/GPS, runs great, does about 30 mph on
water. 704-228-4676.
One battery operated golf cart (Kangaroo Caddy), 18
push carts, 18 – 20 sets of clubs, 60 wedges, barrels full
of loose clubs (pick up load), $500. 828-863-2254.
Two large wrought iron high back bar stools, very
heavy & like new, both for $55; white wrought iron bird
cage on wheels, 60” tall x 20” wide, comes w/pair of
birds and all toys, etc., $125; white castle-like bird cage,
24” tall x 19” wide, comes w/2 females & 1 male finch, on
nest, all for $55; also have many collectables including
furniture and old pcs. 828-435-1920.
1950 Ford F1 pickup, 302 w/400 hp, C5 automatic
transmission, 9” Ford rear end, rear mount vinyl gas
tank, chrome wheels, Stewart Warner gauges, full door
windows, Mustang II frontend w/11” Chevelle disk
brakes, not assembled, $15,000 cash only. Text or call
828-544-2925.

MISCELLANEOUS
For Rent: Clean & smoke free home in Morganton area,
2BR, 1BA, fuel oil furnace & central air, partial basement
accessed from outside, $700 per month, $750 deposit,
$30 application fee, background check required, lawn
service & garbage pickup included, pets possible. 828437-6096.
For Rent: Horse pasture & barn in Nebo, N.C. (I-40,
Exit 94) - $150/month per horse, plus you and a guest
can ride 450 acres of nicely wooded trails along 2 miles
of the South Muddy Creek in Burke Co. 828-413-1969.

WANTED
Seat pan, fenders & deck parts for a Wheel Horse lawn
tractor. 704-922-8828 or 704-884-1498.
Property in McDowell County - 3 or more acres with or
without a house. 828-437-6096.
Memory cards of any kind for a 150 Brother Embroidery machine. 704-735-1505.

Did You Know?
Space Heaters Don’t Always
Fulfill Their Promise
Some space heater manufacturers promise to cut your energy bill by up to half, yet the small
print often reveals an unusual expectation. In many cases, the manufacturer bases the claim
on the assumption that you’ll turn down the thermostat in the rest of the house, while the space
heater is on in one room. But many homeowners never lower the thermostat, and wind up surprised to find that the space heater has led them to use more energy on heating. The “infrared”
space heaters (the ones that have fancy wooden covers) that cost $200 to $300 each are also
very expensive to operate. They use just as much electricity as the space heaters that can be
purchased for $40 to $50.
Experts suggest that if you truly want to save money on heating costs, the best way is through
energy efficiency. Sealing leaks in your house, adding insulation, locking windows and maintaining your furnace will go a long way toward this goal.
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2018 Touchstone Energy Sports Camp Basketball
Scholarships are up for Grabs - Apply Today!
Calling all middle school basketball fans! Want to take a shot at an awesome
opportunity to train with college basketball coaches and players from UNC or
N.C. State to improve your skills on the court?
Rutherford EMC is now accepting applications for full scholarships to attend overnight basketball camp on college campuses this summer. Young
men can apply to attend the Roy Williams Basketball Camp June 16-20 at
the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, and young women can apply
to attend the Wolfpack Women’s Basketball Camp June 10-13 at N.C. State

University in Raleigh. Each Touchstone Energy cooperative in the state awards
two scholarships to students in their local area annually, one to a young man
and one to a young woman. How would you like to be the winner? Apply Today!
Applicants must be a rising sixth, seventh or eighth grader at a qualifying
school in North Carolina. Rutherford EMC will select one student for each
camp based upon academics, extracurricular activities and a short essay.
Applications must be postmarked by March 31. For more information or to
download the application, go to www.ncelectriccooperatives.com/community

2017 Touchstone Energy Sports Camp Scholarship Winner
to be Recognized at Upcoming Wolfpack
Women’s Basketball Game
Maleigh Garren of Lincolnton, who was chosen as Rutherford EMC’s 2017
Touchstone Energy Sports Camp Scholarship winner, will be recognized along
with other female scholarship recipients from across the state during a special half court presentation at the N.C. State Wolfpack Women’s basketball
game against UNC on Sunday, February 11. This game will also serve as a
reunion for the scholarship winners, with a pre-game luncheon where each
young woman will be presented a certificate of accomplishment.

(Bottom Left) 2017 TSE women’s basketball camp winner Maleigh Garren of
Lincolnton, with N.C. State Wolfpack women’s coach Wes Moore.
(Bottom Right) 2017 TSE men’s basketball camp winner Brandon Harris of
Kings Mtn., shown with UNC Tar Heel’s coach Roy Williams.

RUTHERFORD EMC’S STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION
Rutherford Electric Membership Corporation is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your
completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by
fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.
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